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For the early Christians, "pagan" referred to a multitude of unbelievers: Greek and Roman devotees of the
Olympian gods, and "barbarians" such as Arabs and Germans with their own array of deities. But while these
groups were clearly outsiders or idolaters, who and what was pagan depended on the outlook of the observer,
as Christopher Jones shows in this fresh and penetrating analysis. Treating paganism as a historical construct
rather than a fixed entity, Between Pagan and Christian uncovers the ideas, rituals, and beliefs that
Christians and pagans shared in Late Antiquity.

While the emperor Constantine's conversion in 312 was a momentous event in the history of Christianity, the
new religion had been gradually forming in the Roman Empire for centuries, as it moved away from its
Jewish origins and adapted to the dominant pagan culture. Early Christians drew on pagan practices and
claimed important pagans as their harbingers--asserting that Plato, Virgil, and others had glimpsed Christian
truths. At the same time, Greeks and Romans had encountered in Judaism observances and beliefs shared by
Christians such as the Sabbath and the idea of a single, creator God. Polytheism was the most obvious
feature separating paganism and Christianity, but pagans could be monotheists, and Christians could be
accused of polytheism and branded as pagans. In the diverse religious communities of the Roman Empire, as
Jones makes clear, concepts of divinity, conversion, sacrifice, and prayer were much more fluid than
traditional accounts of early Christianity have led us to believe.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Spaulding:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Between Pagan and Christian.

Sean Owens:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Between Pagan and Christian book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Between Pagan and Christian
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Between Pagan and Christian
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sharon Keller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Between Pagan and Christian it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Marsha Gleason:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Between Pagan and Christian was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Between Pagan and Christian has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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