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When Robert Louis Stevenson wrote his gothic horror story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, he based the house
of the genial doctor-turned-fiend on the home of John Hunter. The choice was understandable, for Hunter
was both widely acclaimed and greatly feared.
 
From humble origins, John Hunter rose to become the most famous anatomist and surgeon of the eighteenth
century. In an age when operations were crude, extremely painful, and often fatal, he rejected medieval
traditions to forge a revolution in surgery founded on pioneering scientific experiments. Using the
knowledge he gained from countless human dissections, Hunter worked to improve medical care for both the
poorest and the best-known figures of the era—including Sir Joshua Reynolds and the young Lord Byron.
 
An insatiable student of all life-forms, Hunter was also an expert naturalist. He kept exotic creatures in his
country menagerie and dissected the first animals brought back by Captain Cook from Australia. Ultimately
his research led him to expound highly controversial views on the age of the earth, as well as equally
heretical beliefs on the origins of life more than sixty years before Darwin published his famous theory.
 
Although a central figure of the Enlightenment, Hunter’s tireless quest for human corpses immersed him
deep in the sinister world of body snatching. He paid exorbitant sums for stolen cadavers and even plotted
successfully to steal the body of Charles Byrne, famous in his day as the “Irish giant.”
 
In The Knife Man, Wendy Moore unveils John Hunter’s murky and macabre world—a world characterized
by public hangings, secret expeditions to dank churchyards, and gruesome human dissections in pungent
attic rooms. This is a fascinating portrait of a remarkable pioneer and his determined struggle to haul surgery
out of the realms of meaningless superstitious ritual and into the dawn of modern medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Here thing why this particular The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of Modern Surgery are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Knife Man: Blood, Body
Snatching, and the Birth of Modern Surgery giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching,
and the Birth of Modern Surgery. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of Modern
Surgery in e-book can be your alternative.

Sharon Doyle:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Knife
Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of Modern Surgery.

Donald Jones:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of Modern Surgery your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get just before. The The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of
Modern Surgery giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Guadalupe Ramsey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can



satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
The Knife Man: Blood, Body Snatching, and the Birth of Modern Surgery can be your answer because it can
be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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