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Most previous books about Dmitri Shostakovich have focused on either his symphonies and operas, or his
relationship to the regime under which he lived, or both, since these large-scal e works were the ones that
attracted the interest and sometimes the condemnation of the Soviet authorities. Music for Silenced Voices
looks at Shostakovich through the back door, asit were, of his fifteen quartets, the works which his widow
characterized as a"diary, the story of hissoul." The silences and the voices were of many kinds, including
the political silencing of adventurous writers, artists, and musicians during the Stalin era; the lost voices of
Shostakovich's operas (aform he abandoned just before turning to string quartets); and the death-silenced
voices of his close friends, to whom he dedicated many of these chamber works. Wendy Lesser has
constructed a fascinating narrative in which the fifteen quartets, considered one at atime in chronological
order, lead the reader through the personal, political, and professional events that shaped Shostakovich's
singular, emblematic twentieth-century life. Weaving together interviews with the composer's friends,
family, and colleagues, as well as conversations with present-day musicians who have played the quartets,
L esser sheds new light on the man and the musician. One of the very few books about Shostakovich that is
aimed at ageneral rather than an academic audience, Music for Silenced Voices is a pleasure to read; at the
sametime, it isrigoroudy faithful to the known factsin this notoriously complicated life. It will fill readers
with the desire to hear the quartets, which are among the most compelling and emotionally powerful
monuments of the past century's music.
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From reader reviews:
Mitchell Diaz;

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Music for Silenced Voices:
Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets to read.

Kimberly Wood:

The publication with title Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets has lot of
information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Music for Silenced Voices:
Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Blanche Jackson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media socia
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Music for Silenced Voices. Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets when you necessary it?
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