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It was 1869 and Sarah Moses, with "a very black eye," told her father: The world will never know what
trouble I have seen. What she'd seen was violence at the hands of her husband. Does the world know any
more of such things today than it did in Sarah's time?

Sarah, it so happens, lived in Oregon, that Edenic state on the Pacific Coast, and it is here that David
Peterson del Mar centers his history of violence against wives. What causes such violence? Has it changed
over time? How does it relate to the state of society as a whole? And how have women tried to stop it, resist
it, escape it? These are the questions Peterson del Mar pursues, and the answers he finds are as fascinating as
they are disturbing.

Thousands of thickly documented divorce cases from the Oregon circuit courts let us listen to voices who
often go unheard. These are the people who didn't keep diaries or leave autobiographies, who sometimes
could not write at all. Here they speak of a society that quietly condoned wife beating until the spread of an
ethos of self-restraint in the late nineteenth century. And then, Peterson del Mar finds, the practice increased
with a vengeance with the florescence of expressive individualism during the twentieth century.

What Trouble I Have Seen also traces a dramatic shift in wives' response to their husbands' violence. Settler
and Native American women commonly fought abusive mates. Most wives of the late nineteenth century
acted more cautiously and relied on others for protection. But twentieth-century privatism, Peterson del Mar
discovers, often isolated modern wives from family and neighbors, casting abused women on the mercy of
the police, women's shelters, and, most important, their own resources. Thus a new emphasis on self-
determination, even as it stimulated violence among men, enhanced the ability of women to resist and escape
violent husbands.

The first sustained history of violence toward wives, What Trouble I Have Seen offers remarkable testimony
to the impact of social trends on the most private arrangements, and the resilience of women subject to a
seemingly timeless crime.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

In other case, little persons like to read book What Trouble I Have Seen: A History of Violence against
Wives. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book What Trouble I Have Seen: A History of Violence against Wives. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Juan Carrillo:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book What Trouble I Have
Seen: A History of Violence against Wives. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mark Montague:

The particular book What Trouble I Have Seen: A History of Violence against Wives has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Sue Eldred:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is What Trouble I Have Seen: A History of Violence against Wives this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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