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No one better represents the plight and the conduct of German intellectuals under Hitler than Werner
Heisenberg, whose task it was to build an atomic bomb for Nazi Germany. The controversy surrounding
Heisenberg still rages, because of the nature of his work and the regime for which it was undertaken. What
precisely did Heisenberg know about the physics of the atomic bomb? How deep was his loyalty to the
German government during the Third Reich? Assuming that he had been able to build a bomb, would he
have been willing? These questions, the moral and the scientific, are answered by Paul Lawrence Rose with
greater accuracy and breadth of documentation than any other historian has yet achieved.

Digging deep into the archival record among formerly secret technical reports, Rose establishes that
Heisenberg never overcame certain misconceptions about nuclear fission, and as a result the German leaders
never pushed for atomic weapons. In fact, Heisenberg never had to face the moral problem of whether he
should design a bomb for the Nazi regime. Only when he and his colleagues were interned in England and
heard about Hiroshima did Heisenberg realize that his calculations were wrong. He began at once to
construct an image of himself as a "pure" scientist who could have built a bomb but chose to work on reactor
design instead. This was fiction, as Rose demonstrates: in reality, Heisenberg blindly supported and justified
the cause of German victory. The question of why he did, and why he misrepresented himself afterwards, is
answered through Rose's subtle analysis of German mentality and the scientists' problems of delusion and
self-delusion. This fascinating study is a profound effort to understand one of the twentieth century's great
enigmas.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Staten:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-
1945: A Study in German Culture. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a book Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A
Study in German Culture. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Livia Wilder:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb
Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or ideal book with you?

Emma Anderson:

This Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-
1945: A Study in German Culture without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A Study
in German Culture can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb
Project, 1939-1945: A Study in German Culture having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Scott Padilla:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Heisenberg and the Nazi Atomic Bomb Project, 1939-1945: A



Study in German Culture why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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