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Religious traditions provide the stories and rituals that define the core values of church members. Yet
modern life in America can make those customs seem undesirable, even impractical. As a result, many
congregations refashion church traditions so they may remain powerful and salient. How do these
transformations occur? How do clergy and worshipers negotiate which aspects should be preserved or
discarded?

Focusing on the innovations of several mainline Protestant churches in the San Francisco Bay Area, Stephen
Ellingson’s The Megachurch and the Mainline provides new understandings of the transformation of
spiritual traditions. For Ellingson, these particular congregations typify a new type of Lutheranism—one
which combines the evangelical approaches that are embodied in the growing legion of megachurches with
American society’s emphasis on pragmatism and consumerism. Here Ellingson provides vivid descriptions
of congregations as they sacrifice hymns in favor of rock music and scrap traditional white robes and stoles
for Hawaiian shirts, while also making readers aware of the long history of similar attempts to Americanize
the Lutheran tradition.

This is an important examination of a religion in flux—one that speaks to the growing popularity of
evangelicalism in America.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do that. You
must know how great and important the book The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious
Tradition in the Twenty-first Century. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jeremy Clayton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century.

Morris Reyna:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Megachurch and the Mainline:
Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century guide written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still hesitation The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first
Century as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mary Perez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Megachurch and the
Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century which is keeping the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's find.
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