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The author of the acclaimed biography of President James Polk, A Country of Vast Designs, offers a
fresh, playful, and challenging way of playing “Rating the Presidents,” by pitching historians’ views
and subsequent experts’ polls against the judgment and votes of the presidents’ own contemporaries.

Merry posits that presidents rise and fall based on performance, as judged by the electorate. Thus, he
explores the presidency by comparing the judgments of historians with how the voters saw things. Was the
president reelected? If so, did his party hold office in the next election?

Where They Stand examines the chief executives Merry calls “Men of Destiny,’’ those who set the country
toward new directions. There are six of them, including the three nearly always at the top of all academic
polls—Lincoln, Washington, and FDR. He describes the “Split-Decision Presidents’’ (including Wilson and
Nixon)—successful in their first terms and reelected; less successful in their second terms and succeeded by
the opposition party. He describes the “Near Greats’’ (Jefferson, Jackson, Polk, TR, Truman), the “War
Presidents’’ (Madison, McKinley, Lyndon Johnson), the flat-out failures (Buchanan, Pierce), and those
whose standing has fluctuated (Grant, Cleveland, Eisenhower).

This voyage through our history provides a probing and provocative analysis of how presidential politics
works and how the country sets its course. Where They Stand invites readers to pitch their opinions against
the voters of old, the historians, the pollsters—and against the author himself. In this year of raucous
presidential politics, Where They Stand will provide a context for the unfolding campaign drama.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Langdon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Where They Stand:
The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Gregory Goolsby:

This book untitled Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from
your list.

Herman Hernandez:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Where They Stand: The American
Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ricky Bradley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians when you
essential it?
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